Presbytery Prayer Partners
October 2026

The Presbytery of Ohio Valley encourages all our congregations to pray for each other throughout the
year. Over a two-year period, a week will be designated for each of our churches and other
organizations. ltems listed below have been sent to us from the churches and organizations on our
prayer list for the weeks shown. Sharing prayers with each other works!

Week of October 4"

Hanover Presbyterian Church Rev. Dawn Black

Hanover Presbyterian Church, founded in 1820, established both Hanover College and the Seminary that
would become McCormick Seminary in Chicago. Sitting at the center of town, Hanover Pres has served
the community of Hanover for 206 years. We are proud to be a More Light congregation who also
established our local PFLAG chapter. Through the work of our hands and the prayers of our hearts we
ACT, LOVE, and WALK as Hanover Presbyterian Church. As disciples of Jesus, we ACT to secure justice,
LOVE others unconditionally with kindness and mercy, and WALK humbly and faithfully with our Creator.

We stand with our immigrant neighbors and request prayers for their safety and well-being. Please pray
for our farmers and the upcoming harvest, may it be plentiful. We ask for prayers for our local schools
and the well-being of our students and teachers. Our community is still recovering from a spring
tornado. please pray for those that still need help wading through the branches. Please pray for the
Jefferson Together project being funded by the Lilly Foundation that will make our townsfolk able to
access their needs with safe paths and stable housing. And finally, please pray for our members, those in
the building and those who are coming still, that they may know they are loved and cherished.

Week of October 111"

First Presbyterian, Jeffersonville Rev. Ryan Bradney
First Presbyterian in Jeffersonville is a big-hearted church in the heart of downtown for 196 years!

We are disciples of Jesus Christ who love and serve others. We fulfill our mission by praising God in
worship with scripture, music, and prayer, we are welcoming, caring, and inclusive; and we are faithful
stewards of God'’s creation and resources.

We give thanks for truly extraordinary direction of music by Dr. David Borman, lll and excellence in
musicianship by organist, Kevin Vest. Music continues to be a beautiful expression of life of the Spirit
that 1st Prez shares.

We are a Matthew 25 vital congregation, an Earth Care Congregation, and a member of the Covenant
Network of Presbyterians; serving, supporting, and actively ministering in the community through the
Downtown Association of Churches, the Center for Lay Ministries food pantry and women’s recovery
shelter, Loaves & Fishes, Clark County Youth Shelter, Community Kitchen, Catalyst Rescue Mission, Exit
0, D.ILA.P.E.R. project, and Girl Scout Troop 1621’s on-site food pantry.



The mission continues to grow as faith leads First Prez to deepen the welcome, imagination, and
outreach to the wider community, continue to share excellent music events, strengthen partnership
with a neighborhood school, growth of vibrant adult ministries, join with other downtown churches to
recycle, plant trees, advocate for immigrants, and care for the houseless.

We appreciate prayers as the partnership with Franklin Square Elementary grows, a new partnership
with River City Jags, junior high and high school homeschool girls’ basketball begins next month, and for
this newest season of ministry as a Christ-centered, outward-turning community of compassion and
creative love.

Week of October 18
Rehoboth Presbyterian, Laconia Rev. Robert Brill

Rehoboth Presbyterian Church is the second oldest church in Harrison County, Indiana and has
remained in continuous, active existence for 197 years. The church is located in the rural community of
Laconia, Indiana, and was founded on August 15, 1829. The Hebrew root for the word "Rehoboth"
means broad places, open spaces, freedom and spacious. Perhaps this name was originally chosen
because of the beautiful land which surrounds the church building.

Rehoboth has a very old cemetery that is a rich part of Rehoboth's history. The first person buried in the
cemetery was John Bennett, a revolutionary war soldier. The cemetery has been managed by the
Cemetery Foundation since the 1960's, and continues to be a beautiful resting place for many.

The first building used by the Rehoboth congregation was a log structure which was built on Mosquito
Creek, about one mile south of the current location. The second structure, dedicated on May 11, 1905,
stood about one-hundred feet east of the current building, which would have been in the middle of the
present cemetery. The third and current church building, located at 4990 Rehoboth Road, Laconia, IN,
was chosen in order to make more room for the cemetery.

For nearly fifty years, after Rehoboth Presbyterian Church came into existence, anyone in the area who
was a Presbyterian attended services at Rehoboth; many people walked four miles or more to the
morning and evening services.

Week of October 25"

United Presbyterian, Laconia

Laconia United Presbyterian Church has been serving the small town of Laconia, in southern Harrison
County, for over 125 years. This very small, but greatly faithful, congregation meets for worship about
once a month, at the local community center. The congregation said farewell to its building in August,
2024, due to its irreparable structural problems. Despite that loss, it has been a joy that proceeds from
the sale of church furnishings afforded a sizable gift to flood survivors in Kentucky through Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, and that stained glass windows and communion table have found a new home at
neighboring Rehoboth, as will the old church bell, which will serve as a lasting monument. Ministry
continues, in the form of ongoing support for the local food pantry. Currently, the congregation is
prayerfully discerning its future, and its next steps on that path.



