Presbytery Prayer Partners
September 2025

The Presbytery of Ohio Valley encourages all our congregations to pray for each other throughout the year. Over a two-year period, a week will be designated for each of our churches and other organizations. Items listed below have been sent to us from the churches and organizations on our prayer list for the weeks shown. Sharing prayers with each other works! 

Week of September 7th
Emergency and Disaster Responders
God our help and hope when waters rise,
you brought Israel safely through the sea.
Sustain all those who seek to save others,
so that they may repair the ruined cities,
raise up the former devastations,
and be the restorers of streets to live in;
through Jesus Christ, our eternal savior.
(Based on Isaiah 58, 61)
A Prayer for Rescue, Recovery, and Relief Workers
From Prayers in Times of Trouble and Disaster (PCUSA.org)

Week of September 14th
United Presbyterian Church, Clinton (Trinity Parish)
The United Presbyterian Church of Clinton, IN started in 1956 with the merger of the First Presbyterian Church and the Hillcrest Mission of the Presbytery of Ohio Valley to help immigrants to learn English, cook, sew, and to find fellowship, recreation, and employment in the numerous coal mines in west central Indiana. But going further back, the First Presbyterian Church of Clinton started in the late 1800s. The brick structure United currently worships in was built in 1896. The building was expanded in 1915, and a Moller Pipe Organ was installed, which we still use today. We are especially proud of our stained-glass windows.
One of our major missions is the Vermillion County Food Bank. We get food from Catholic Charities, area churches, individuals, businesses and organizations. We also donate money to a community laundry day organized by the Methodist Church, which happens twice a month. At Christmas time, the church donates clothing to Central Elementary School for children in need.
Our congregation has an average weekly attendance of 12 to 20 people. We helped to start the Trinity Parish consisting of the churches of Clinton, Montezuma, and Rockville in 2011 and are thriving today because of joining together.
Week of September 21st
First Presbyterian Church, Montezuma (Trinity Parish)
First Presbyterian Church of Montezuma is a faithful congregation, caring for the needs of its members and those in the community for over 170 years. Locally, our church provides a weekly elementary school backpack program that supplies needed nutritional food and snacks to students on the weekends.
Recently the church received a grant for this school backpack program from a local business and that grant is renewable.  Along with dedicated donations, the school backpack program can continue for longer than we hoped.  We support the Parke County food pantry and also the Clothing Closet and mobile food pantry at another local church in our community. For years our deacons have planted and maintained beautiful flowers throughout our town, with the assistance of 4-H members.
Our church joined with United Presbyterian Church of Clinton and Memorial Presbyterian Church of Rockville to successfully create Trinity Parish. In this time the Parish has shared worship, Bible study, choirs, some missions, and fun activities involving food and fellowship.
All of Trinity Parish has been attending our Worship Center this summer, and it has been upgraded and transformed in certain areas to make them more applicable to our worship needs.  We want our community to know our church is still active in our community as always, even though the building may look different.  One benefit that everyone noticed is that in a smaller building area, our music and voices fill the space and make a joyful noise.
We have a busy and active Worship Committee while we are without a pastor, excellent guest speakers, and a faithful choir that adds to our worship services. With our Presbytery Moderator, decisions are being made about our church and Trinity Parish. We ask for continued prayers for our church within Trinity Parish, while we maintain our unique identity and purpose as the First Presbyterian church of Montezuma, Indiana.

Week of September 28th  
[bookmark: _Hlk125373780]Memorial Presbyterian Church, Rockville (Trinity Parish)
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Rockville, IN continues to be a blessing in the hearts of its members and regular attendees. We are small in number but strong in our love of God.  Recently we found written minutes going back to 1836. Reading the history of the faith of our fathers reminds us that Jesus has been walking with us on our daily path for a long time here in Rockville and centuries in other communities around the world.  The stories that we uncovered were sweet and true.  Their trust and our trust in the power of Jesus in our lives has brought solace and awe Parke County for over 150 years.  We cherish our history and are hopeful for our future.
This year our building has been sold but our congregation will continue to worship there.  The “Church on the Square” is no longer a Presbyterian church but it will be preserved and function as a community center for civic groups; and used by the new owners as a wedding venue, music hall, childcare and event center.  The historic architectural details of the stained-glass windows, wooden vaulted ceiling and pipe organ will be preserved for our community.  (Continued)


Our greatest assets are the faithful of Trinity Parish and the love we have for one another.  We have a choir that brings joy to our shared worship services with the congregations of the United Presbyterian Church in Clinton and the Second Presbyterian in Montezuma. We are currently without a minister and our elders have stepped forward to pray, prepare lessons, lead music and to help one another through personal troubles as we seek a path forward. We regularly contribute to the Parke County food pantry and hope to work closely with our community’s efforts in creating more childcare options for families.

